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force with the real contradiction of the opposite
extreme. For these atoms must by the hypo-
thesis bo continuous, infinitely divisible in
conception, and yet, from some unexplained
cause, not actually divisible. On the other
hand, since they do not touch, but are kept
asunder by forces which emanate from them,
while they are treated as indivisible wholes,
we have the mental contradiction of forces
varying by no law of distance, because the
distances are infinitely manifold at the same
moment, and of a solid structure never called
into exercise at all, and on which the pheno-
mena cannot therefore really depend.

Two further objections are offered to this
third view of the constitution of matter.
First, that the idea of resistance cannot bo
separated from that of an extended body which
resists. But here words are mistaken for things,
a compound for a simple idea, and a simple
for a compound. When physics were less ad-
vanced, matter was usually defined by solidity
and extension, and on this was founded the
corpuscular philosophy. A compound and
highly complex property of aggregations of
matter, in the mutable form most familiar tq
our senses, was mistaken for its true definition*
There was thus a threefold error of excess and